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17 January 1952

Hry John Demmond

United States NHational Committee
International Press Institute
¢foc THE HEW YORK TIMES

229 West l3rd Jtreet

Now Tork; New York

Pemr v, Desmond:

1 am chagrined te find that I heve falled to acknowledze your
inquiry Yo Censral ‘mith on Soviet prese obstructions before shopping
it through CIA for such assistance as we might provide. Iy oversight
was an insdvertent and a most rezrettable ons,

Anyone engazed in the sometimes exasperating task of sifting
fact on the Soviet can readily understand how difficult is the study
you have undertaken, At the time of Mr, Coldstein's visit to
Washington, I discuseed the project at come lenmgth with him, 4&nd I
reminded him at thed time that, intorected az we were in his project,
we would probebly find ourselves circumscribed by the rigid security
limitations that of necessiiy apply to CIA, Not only mst we exer-
clse sealous care to avold compromising confidential sources, but we
ars enjoined from divulging to anyone other than authorized persons
such substantive intellipence as we may collsct in the repulmr conduct
of our business, Horeover, since his appointment as Direetor of CIA,
General “mith has specifically avolded comment upon quesiions relating
to problems which have now become matters of offieisl concern,

In my initial checkthroush on Mr, Goldstein's questiomnaire, I
was advised that newspapermen with Moscow experience would probebly
provide more lucrative cources of informetion than any we might tumn
on on this subject, However; I'm sure you realized the enoymous value
of those sources at the oubsel, that vou came to us only for such
camplementary information as we might provide, In the hope, therefore,
of steering you to overt sutheorities cutside CIi; I huve cuerled -ur
Soviet desks here for such guldsnce as they might suggest. T zhall

pase on their comments to you poxt Tuesday,

Smﬁmly;

C« Be Hangen
Colonel, USAF
Asglstant to the Dirscitor
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